
CERTIFIED IN RISK AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS CONTROL™—CRISC 

One of the most sought-after GRC certifications by candidates and employers alike 
is the CRISC from ISACA, which identifies IT professionals who are responsible for 
managing IT and enterprise risk and ensuring that risk management goals are met. A 
CRISC is often heavily involved with overseeing the development, implementation 
and maintenance of information system (IS) controls designed to secure systems 
and manage risk. Since 2010, ISACA has issued over 20,000 CRISC credentials — 
a relatively high number in the GRC certification field. 

To earn the CRISC, you must pass one exam that covers four domains: 

IT Risk Identification (Domain 1), 

IT Risk Assessment (Domain 2), 

Risk Response and Mitigation (Domain 3), 

Risk and Control Monitoring and Reporting (Domain 4). 

The exam contains 150 questions, takes up to four hours to complete and costs 

In addition, you must prove a minimum of three years of cumulative work experience 
in IT risk and information systems associated with at least two of the four domains, 
adhere to the ISACA Code of Professional Ethics and comply with the CRISC 
Continuing Education Policy. 

FUTURE PROOF YOUR CAREER SUCCESS 

Types of risk may vary, but with its key role as an agent of innovation, technology has 
become the most critical risk factor for today’s enterprises.  
Since, conducting a risk assessment is not something a typical information technology 
education includes many IT professionals are lacking in knowledge that businesses 
increasingly deem imperative to determining their future success.  
The CRISC designation demonstrates to employers that the holder is able to identify and 
evaluate IT risk, and help their enterprise accomplish its business objectives.  
Since its inception in 2010, more than 20,000 professionals worldwide have earned the 
CRISC to affirm their business and IT risk management competence, and their ability to 
design, implement, monitor and maintain effective, risk-based information systems controls. 

• The CRISC certification ensures you are recognized as a professional with the skills and
experience to provide value and insight from an overall organizational perspective on both IT 
risk and control. 

• CRISC certification requirements are more than just passing an exam. They demand work
experience across at least two CRISC job practice domains. 

http://www.isaca.org/Certification/CRISC-Certified-in-Risk-and-information-systems-control/Pages/default.aspx


• The first job practice domains that CRISC focuses on provide the organizational framework 
for managing and mitigating risk across business processes and technology. 
 
• As a CRISC holder, you will be able to establish a common language to communicate 
within IT and to stakeholders throughout the enterprise about risk. 
 
• Once you gain a CRISC certification, your enterprise can rely on your input to make 
effective risk-based decisions and prioritize resources to areas that are most at risk. 
 
• CRISC’s remaining job practice domains focus on information systems control design and 
implementation, and control monitoring and maintenance. 
 
• Strong general computer controls constitute a prerequisite for the establishment of a 
reliable information systems environment that effectively supports the enterprise’s business 
objectives and reduces risk. 
 
• A CRISC certification affirms your ability to plan and implement appropriate control 
measures and frameworks that further mitigate enterprise risk without stifling innovation. 
 

CRISC DEMONSTRATES AN UNDERSTANDING OF BOTH TECHNOLOGY 
AND BUSINESS 
 
The attainment of a CRISC has become a competitive advantage both for IS/IT 
professionals and the enterprises they serve. It establishes the holder’s wide-ranging 
technical knowledge and ability to apply that knowledge to achieving broader enterprise 
goals in essential roles that include: 

 
 
IT Risk Management Professionals 
 
• CRISC certification affirms you as one of the industry’s most knowledgeable IT risk 
management professionals and offers a competitive advantage when seeking job growth. 
 
• With a CRISC certification, you can help enterprises build a greater understanding about 
the impact of IT risk and how it relates to overall risk. 
 
• CRISC certification makes you highly valuable to enterprises seeking to manage IT risk as 
a critical component of the innovation process. 
 

Control and Assurance Professionals 

 
• CRISC is multi-layered; in addition to its risk components, it demonstrates the holder’s 
experience in design, implementation and maintenance of controls to mitigate risk. 
 
• CRISC certification establishes you as a knowledge leader and game changer within your 
organization on issues of information systems control. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
CIOs/CISOs and other Enterprise Leadership 
 
• More than 1,300 CRISC holders are CIOs, CISOs, or chief compliance, risk or privacy 
officers and over 600 are CEOs, CFOs or equivalent executives. 
• CRISC certification of key employees can help assure more effective overall risk 
management for the organization. 
• Compliance professionals 

 
• The American National Standards Institute (ANSI) has accredited the CRISC certification 
program under ISO/IEC 17024:2012. 
 
• CRISC ranked #1 on the top six 2016 GRC certification list in CIO Magazine. 
 
• The Quarterly IT Skills and Certifications Pay Index (ITSCPI) from Foote Partners 
consistently ranks CRISC among the most sought-after IT certifications and confirms that 
CRISC holders are among the most highly rewarded by employers. 
 
• The State of West Virginia Office of Information Security and Controls used CRISC job 
practice domains and task statements to develop a checklist for use in risk assessments for 
HIPAA compliance. 
 

Certified in Risk and Information Systems Control (CRISC) www.isaca.org/crisc Introduced 

in 2010, the CRISC certification is for IT and business professionals— including risk and 

compliance professionals, business analysts and project managers— who identify and 

manage risks through the development, implementation and maintenance of appropriate 

information systems (IS) controls. More than 20,000 professionals have earned the CRISC 

designation since inception. CRISC retention is more than 96 percent.  

CRISC Focus Areas-The CRISC designation focuses on: Risk Identification Risk 

Assessment Risk Response and Mitigation Risk and Control Monitoring and Reporting  

CRISC Certification Requirements To earn the CRISC certification, candidates are required 

to: Pass the CRISC examination (offered worldwide as computer-based testing 1 May – 30 

June, 1 August – 30 September and 1 November – 31 December, in 3 languages and at 

more than 800 locations) Adhere to the ISACA Code of Professional Ethics  

Adhere to the CRISC Continuing Education Policy (CPE) For CRISC exam passers 2011-

2014: 

o Prove at least three years of cumulative work experience performing the tasks of a CRISC 

professional across at least three CRISC domains For CRISC exam passers 2015 and later: 

o Have a minimum of three years of cumulative work experience in IT risk and information 

systems (IS) control.  

o Work experience must be earned in at least two CRISC domains, one of which must be in 

either domain 1 or 2.  

CRISC Relationship With Other ISACA Certifications CRISC complements ISACA’s CISA, 

CISM and CGEIT certifications: CRISC is for IT and business professionals who design, 

implement and maintain IS controls, while CISA is designed for IT professionals who perform 

independent reviews of control design and operational effectiveness. CRISC is for IT 

professionals whose roles encompass security, operational and compliance considerations, 



while CISM is for individuals who manage, design, oversee and/or assess an enterprise’s 

information security, including the identification and management of information security risk. 

CRISC is for IT and business professionals who are engaged at an operational level to 

mitigate risk, while CGEIT is for IT and business professionals who have a significant 

management, advisory or assurance role relating to the governance of IT, including risk 

management.  

CRISC in the Workplace Nearly 3,700 serve as audit directors, managers, consultants and 

related staff. More than 4,000 are employed as security directors, managers, consultants 

and related staff. More than 3,900 are employed in managerial, consulting or related staff 

positions in IT operations or compliance. More than 2,100 are IT directors, managers, 

consultants and related staff. More than 1,500 are CIOs, CISOs, or chief compliance, risk or 

privacy officers. More than 600 are CEOs, CFOs or equivalent executives. More than 450 

serve as chief audit executives, audit partners or audit heads.  

CRISC Value CRISC is among the highest-paying IT certifications based on the 2016 IT 

Skills and Salary Report conducted by Global Knowledge, with an average salary of US 

$121,424. CIO Magazine listed CRISC as the number one certification on its November 

2015 list of top-rated governance, risk and compliance (GRC) certifications that are worth 

the time, cost and effort. CRISC is among the highest-paying IT certifications in the Foote 

Partners IT Skills and Certification Pay Index™ ( ITSCPI) for the quarter ending 1 April 2015. 

CRISC is the second highest-paying certification for 2015 in Certification Magazine’s Jobs 

and Salary Annual Salary Survey. CRISC is the highest-paying certification for the second 

consecutive year, according to Global Knowledge’s 2015 IT Skills and Salary Survey.  

CRISC Recognitions CRISC is accredited by the American National Standards Institute 

(ANSI) under the International Standard ANSI/ISO/IEC 17024:2012. CRISC is listed as a 

prerequisite for the Australian Government iRAP certification. The Australian Signals 

Directorate listed CRISC as a prerequisite for its Information Security Registered Assessor 

Program.  

CRISC In the News TechWorm—Highest-Paying IT Certifications Global Knowledge—15-

Top Paying Certifications for 2016 Portinos—Curso para certificación CRISC TechTarget—

IT certification programs to get in-demand skills for 2016 CIO—The top 6 Governance, Risk 

and Compliance Certifications Certification Magazine—Salary Survey 2015: Interest in IT 

certification still strong 

 

CRISC Certification 

 

1. What does the CRISC continuing professional education program require? 

In order to become and remain a CRISC, an individual must agree to comply with the CRISC 
continuing professional education program. This program requires an individual to earn a 
minimum of 20 CPE hours annually and 120 CPE hours over their 3-year cycle. In addition, 
an annual maintenance fee of US $45 ISACA member and US $85 non-member is required. 

  Download CPE policy 

2. How do I renew my certification and/or report my CPE? 

To renew the certification requires earning and reporting CPE hours annually and over a 
fixed 3-year cycle period and paying an annual certification maintenance fee. 

http://www.isaca.org/Certification/CRISC-Certified-in-Risk-and-Information-Systems-Control/Documents/CRISC-CPE-english.pdf
http://www.isaca.org/Certification/CRISC-Certified-in-Risk-and-Information-Systems-Control/Documents/CRISC-CPE-english.pdf


 Our CPE reporting system has recently been enhanced and certified individuals are now 
able to report CPE as they are earned. 

  CPE Reporting FAQs 

How to report your CPE: 

 Log in at www.isaca.org 
 Click on MY ISACA 
 Click on MY CERTIFICATIONS 
 Click on Manage My CPE 
 Scroll down, then click on Add CPE button 
 Enter CPE activity information and click Save. 

To pay the annual maintenance fee: 

 You can pay the annual fee safely and securely at www.isaca.org/renew. 

If you have forgotten your password, click on the "Forgot Password?" link. After remitting 
your payment by credit card you will receive a purchase receipt online and via email, in 
addition to a receipt by postal mail. If you are not paying by credit card and want to pay by 
check or bank transfer, click the "Pay by Check or Bank Transfer" button when you reach the 
shopping cart. 

3. Does ISACA provide a discount on certification maintenance (renewal) fees if I have 
multiple certifications? 

Yes, for those individuals who renew 3 or more ISACA certifications, ISACA offers a 
discount on the 3rd and 4th renewal fees of $20 for members and $35 for nonmembers. 

4. What type of work experience do I need for CRISC certification? 

The Certified in Risk and Information Systems Control certification (CRISC, pronounced 
“see-risk”) is intended to recognize a wide range of professionals for their knowledge of 
enterprise risk and their ability to design, implement, monitor, and maintain IS controls to 
mitigate such risk. It is particularly designed for IT professionals who have hands-on 
experience with risk identification, assessment and evaluation; risk response; risk 
monitoring; IS control design and implementation; and IS control monitoring and 
maintenance. Please see the job tasks and knowledge statements that relate to this 
certification at Job Practice. 

5. Where can I view details on the job practice domains? 

Please visit Job Practice to view the CRISC task and knowledge statements. 

6. Where can I learn more about the CRISC certification? 

Please visit the CRISC page. 

7. How do I best prepare for the CRISC exam? 

Exam candidates should have a solid understanding of CRISC terminology and concepts. 
The CRISC exam will primarily align with the terminology and concepts described in The 
Risk IT Framework, The Risk IT Practitioner Guide, and COBIT 4.1. This will include 
applications in the evaluation and monitoring of Information Systems (IS)-based risk, as well 
as the design and implementation of IS controls. It is also critical that the CRISC candidate is 

http://www.isaca.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/CPE-Reporting-System-Overview.pdf
http://www.isaca.org/
http://www.isaca.org/myisaca/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.isaca.org/myisaca/Pages/MyCertifications.aspx
http://www.isaca.org/renew
http://www.isaca.org/Certification/CRISC-Certified-in-Risk-and-Information-Systems-Control/Prepare-for-the-Exam-OLD/Pages/Job-Practice-Areas.aspx
http://www.isaca.org/Certification/CRISC-Certified-in-Risk-and-Information-Systems-Control/Prepare-for-the-Exam-OLD/Pages/Job-Practice-Areas.aspx
http://www.isaca.org/Certification/CRISC-Certified-in-Risk-and-Information-Systems-Control/Pages/default.aspx


familiar with the CRISC Job Practice, and is able to apply the concepts associated with each 
of the 5 domains. 

It is important for a CRISC candidate to be able to distinguish functional terms and 
apply concepts associated with “risk,” “threats,” and “vulnerabilities.”  These terms 
should not be used interchangeably. 

 “Risk” refers to the likelihood (or frequency) and magnitude of loss that exists from a 
combination of asset(s), threat(s), and control conditions.  As a derived value, it 
cannot take a plural form (i.e., “risks”).  Consequently, when referring to conditions 
that represent some amount of risk, terms such as “risk factors,” “risk scenarios” or 
“risk concerns” will be used. 

 “Threat” refers to anything (e.g., object, substance, human) that is capable of acting 
against an asset in a manner that can result in loss or harm. 

 “Vulnerability” refers to control conditions that are deemed to be deficient relative to 
requirements or the threat levels being faced.  It is a weakness in design, 
implementation, operation, or internal controls. 

As much of the test focuses on practical application of terminology and concepts, simply 
reading The Risk IT Framework, The Risk IT Practitioner Guide, and COBIT 4.1 will not lend 
enough knowledge to pass the CRISC exam. Exam candidates will need to draw from their 
experience implementing the concepts illustrated. 

Certification Requirements 

 

1. What do I need to do if I have received a revocation notice? 

If you have received a revocation notice, please contact certification@isaca.org. 

2. Where can I find the CRISC Application for Certification? 

The CRISC application is available at www.isaca.org/criscapp. 

3. Is there a fee to apply for certification? 

For certification applications received on 1 June 2012 and forward, an application processing 
fee of US $50 will be required to apply for certification. The application processing fee will 
support our dedication to efficient and proper processing of certification applications 
according to industry standards. The fee will also help support the integrity of the application 
process, which in turn reinforces the strength and reputation of the overall certification 
programs. 

Payment for the CRISC application processing fee can be made online 
at www.isaca.org/criscpay. 

4. What are the qualifications to earn the CRISC credential? 

To become CRISC certified requires passage of the CRISC exam and 3 years work 
experience requirements in the fields of risk management and IS control. A minimum of at 
least three (3) years of cumulative work experience performing the tasks of a CRISC 
professional across at least three (3) CRISC domains is required for certification. There are 
no substitutions or experience waivers. Individuals must apply for certification by completing 
and submitting a CRISC Application for Certification. 

 

mailto:certification@isaca.org
http://www.isaca.org/criscapp
http://www.isaca.org/criscpay


5. What does the CRISC continuing professional education policy require? 

In order to become and remain a CRISC an individual must agree to comply with the CRISC 
continuing professional education program. This program requires an individual to earn a 
minimum of 20 CPE hours annually and 120 CPE hours over the 3 year cycle years. In 
addition, an annual maintenance fee of US $45 ISACA member and US $85 non-member is 
required. To view the CRISC CPE policy, visit www.isaca.org/crisccpepolicy. 

6. Do I need to submit documentation for my CPE hours? 

Documentation of CPE hours does not need to be provided to ISACA unless you are 
selected for an audit of your CPE hours. If you are selected for an audit of your CPE hours, 
you will be notified via email and hard copy via the postal mail. 

 

http://www.isaca.org/crisccpepolicy

